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Apnl 23, 2008

The Honorable Anne Quinlan, Acting Secrctary
Surfiace Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW, Ste 1260 212, I ?8
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re Docket No AB-1017X — West Shore Railroad Corporation — Abandonment
Exemption — Mifflinburg Branch, Union and Northumberland Counties, PA —

Dear Acting Secrctary Quinlan

Enclosed you will find an onginal and ten copies of Lewisburg Arca Recreation
Authornity’s Request for Public Use and Trail Use Condition and the Consent of West Shorc
Ratlroad Corporation to that requcs! i the ahove captioncd matter

Pleasc time stamp the copy of this leiter as proof of filing and retum o to the undersigned
in the enclosed sclf addressed, stamped envelope provided Copies of the enclosed documents

havc been served on all partics of record

Very truly yours,
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The Honorable Anne Quinlan, Acting Sceretary
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Strect, SW, Stc 1260

Washingtion, DC 20423-0001

Re STB Docket No AB-1017X -West Shore Railroad Corporation
Abandonment Excmption 1n Union and Northumberland County, PA —

Request for Public Use and Trail Use Condition

Dcar Acting Secretary Quinlan

| am authonzed to file this request on behalf of Lew)sburg Area Recreation Authority.
(“"LARA™), which 1s a government agency responsible for thc development and provision of
recreational resources and facihities n the Lewisburg, PA area

LARA requests 1ssuance of a Public Use Condition as well as an Intenim Trail Use
Condition rather than an outnght abandonment authonzation between Milepost 0 0 in
Montandon, PA and Milepost [1 8 in Mifflinburg, PA

A Rcquest for Public Use Condition

LARA asks the STB to find that this property 1s suitable for other public use, spccifically
tra] use, and to place the following conditions on the abandonment

1 An order prohibiting the carrier from disposing of the corndor, other than the
tracks, tics and signal cquipment, cxcept for public use on reasonable terms  Justification for this
condition1s The comdor would make an excellent recreational trail and conversion of the
property to trail use 1s 1n accordance with local plans The time period sought 1s 180 days from
the effective date of the abandonment authonzation LARA necds this much time to finalizc its
conditional sale transaction with West Shore Railroad Company, schedule a closing, and arrange
for conveyance of the nght of way

2 An order barmng removal or destruction of potential trail-related structurcs such
as bridges, trestles, culverts and tunnels The justification for this condition 1s that these
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structures have considerablc value for recreational trail purposes The time period requested is
180 days from the effectivc date of the abandonment authonzation for the samc reason indicated
in Paragraph 1 above

B Rcgquest for Intcrim Trail Use

The railroad nght of way in this procceding 1s suitable for railbanking In addition to the
public use conditions sought above, proponent also makes the following request

STATEMENT OF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish interim trail use and railbanking under section 8(d) of the National
Trails System Act, 16 US C §1247(d), and 49 C F R. §1152 29, LARA 1s willing to assumec full
responsibility for management of, for any legal liability ansing out of the transfer or use of, and
for the payment of any and all taxes that may be levied or assessed against the night of way
owned by and opcrated by West Shore Railroad Company

The property, known as the Mifflinburg Branch extends from railroad milepost 0 0 1n
Montandon, PA to railroad milcpost 11 8 m Mifflinburg, PA, a distancc of 11 8 mules in
Northumberland and Umon Countics, PA The right of way 1s the entire inc of ralroad
proposcd for abandonment 1n STB Docket No AB-1017X

A map depicuing the nght of way 1s attached

LARA acknowledges that use of the night of way 1s subject to user’s continuing
obhgation to meet 1s responsibilitics described above and subject to possible futurc
reconstruction and reactivation of the nght of way for rail service

By my signaturc below, | certify service upon Wesi Shore Railroad, 8030 West Branch
Highway, Lewisburg, PA 17837, by U S Mail, postage pre-paid, first class, this 23d day of
April, 2008

Respectfully submitted,

Rictfard R Wilson, Esq
Attorncy for Lewisburg Area
Recreation Authority
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